YAG laser resection of complicated hemangiomas of the hand and upper extremity.
Complicated hemangiomas of the hand or upper extremity have been resected in eight patients with use of the YAG laser with sapphire scalpels. This laser allows excellent hemostasis and precise surgery, thus allowing resection of complicated problems. Many of the patients have had preoperative arteriography with selective embolization, which has aided in hemostasis. Almost complete but subtotal resection of hemangioma was possible in four of the eight patients with well localized lesions. Three patients had only partial resections of hemangiomas and one lesion was considered unresectable.